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of friendly relations with Spain and an inclination
to finally throw in her lot with the Protestants. She
was influenced by a fear that France might absorb
the Netherlands, and consequently tried to keep
both the revolted Dutch and the Huguenots in
dependence on herself. For this reason, too, negotia-
tions for the Alencon match were reopened, when
he finally came forward as the leader of the
Protestants in the Low Countries, but the op-
position to it in England was too strong for
anything to be done.

But events now occurred which eventually com-
pelled her to take decisive measures. The work
of combating Protestantism was taken over by the
Society of Jesus, and a renewed vigour appeared in
the Catholic councils. In Ireland, in Scotland, and
in England there were attempts to overthrow the
heretic queen. It was in the first of these countries
only that their efforts were successful. A rebellion,
headed by Desmond, failed, indeed despite the
assistance of Spanish troops, but the growth of
Protestantism was for ever checked (1580). The
young Irish nobility were persuaded to seek their
education in the Jesuit schools of the Continent, and
the foundation of Trinity College at Dublin came
too late to stop the exodus. When they returned to
Ireland the Irish gentlemen were confirmed in their
belief in Catholicism, and threw all their influence
into the work of maintaining it in their own country,
with the result that it has always been the religion of
the majority in that island. In Scotland the Jesuits,
after some temporary success, failed completely.